Interesting Facts About BSL 
Think only "those" dogs bite? 
There is a misconception that BSL consistently targets the type or breed of dog most responsible for bites. 
Redding, California bite statistics for 2006 
- Number one biter: Labrador Retriever (22 bites)
- Number one breed causing major wounds: Blue Heeler (8 major bites, 11 total bites)
- Pit bull statistics: 13 bites total; 9 minor, 4 major
- Jack Russell Terrier: 12 bites total; 9 minor, 3 major
New South Wales bite statistics for 2006 
- Top three biting breeds: German Shepherds, Cattle dogs, Rottweilers
In Iowa
For three years in a row, Labrador Retrievers have topped the bite list
Victoria, Australia
Between 1997-1999, 700 attacks were reported. Forty-six breeds were identified. 
- German Shepherd: 127 attacks
- Cattle dog: 90 attacks
 Rottweilers, Kelpies, Labrador Retrievers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers, Bull Terriers, Crossbreeds, Dobermans, Boxers, Jack Russell Terriers, and Rhodesian Ridgebacks bit more frequently than the American Pit Bull Terrier (21 bites). 

Does BSL work? 
The basic premise behind BSL is that it will reduce the rate and frequency of dog bites inflicted on humans (based on the assumption that certain types of dogs are more dangerous and bite more frequently than other breeds of dogs).
In April of 2007, Middletown lifted its two year ban of pit bulls. Pit Bulls accounted for 5% of bites...the same percentage of bites before and now after the ban. From April 2007 - October 2007, pit bulls have only bitten twice.
UK Study
In the UK, four breeds of dogs are banned (including the American Pit Bull Terrier
Number of bites BEFORE the breed ban: 99 in a three-month period.
Percentage of bites by pit bulls BEFORE the breed ban: 3%
Number of bites 2 years AFTER the breed ban: 99 in a three-month period.
Percentage of bites by pit bulls AFTER the breed ban: 5%
In this case, the number of bites did not decrease after the breed ban AND the number of bites by a prohibited breed increased.
In June of 2007, the number of hospitalizations from dog bites has doubled since the implementation of the 1991 Dangerous Dog Act.

Another premise of BSL is that there IS a "dangerous breed" problem, i.e. certain types of dogs bite more and should be regulated. Traditionally, pit bulls and Rottweilers have been targeted. 
In another UK study
Percentage of bites by THREE breeds (American Pit Bull Terrier, Rottweiler, Doberman) BEFORE BSL: 6%
Percentage of bites by German Shepherd BEFORE BSL: 24% German Shepherds are not banned.
In Winnipeg
1989: 31% of dog bites committed by German Shepherds and their crosses; only 9% committed by pit bulls and their mixes.  Pit bulls banned.
Denver, Colorado
Pit bulls have, for the most part, been banned for nearly 20 years. When asked if the ban has been effective, Denver director of animal control, Doug Kelley, "People ask me a whole bunch whether the pit bull ordinance is effective and my answer is, I don't know."
Edmonton, Canada 
- Since a 1997 implementation of breed restriction, 4 breeds have the same bite rate as pit bulls and 11 breeds exceed the number of bites inflicted by pit bulls. 
Kitchener/Waterloo 
- Number of pit bull bites: 18. Number of German Shepherd bites: 85 - Pit bulls banned.
Perth County,Ontario
- Dog bite statistics compiled since January 2002 show just 1% of bites attributed to 'pit bulls'. One third of reported bites were caused by mixed breed dogs, and the top five biting breeds were: Chow Chow, Jack Russell Terrier, Labrador Retriever, Dachshund, and Rottweiler. 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Of the nearly 900 reports of bite incidents in Ottawa, Ontario for the last three years, only five were attributable to pit bulls. The largest number of bite incidents involved Black Labrador Retrievers and Golden Retrievers. 

Is BSL good for taxpayers? 
The cost of enforcing breed specific legislation is often high, especially since resources are wasted on calls from "concerned neighbors" regarding possible banned breed presence.
London, Ontario 
The province of Ontario banned pit bulls in 2005
- Percentage of licensed pit bulls: 4%
- Percentage of time (and money) animal control spends on pit bull related calls: 25%
- Percent of money spent on enforcing ban: 10% or $170,000 per year.
Windsor, Canada 
- An extra $26,000 each year is spent on enforcing a pit bull ban
United Kingdom's Dangerous Dog Act of 1991 
- Cost for IDENTIFYING pit bulls: $14 million - Yearly costs in litigation: $10 million
Cincinnati, Ohio
- During a 10-year period, the city spent $160,000 per year trying to enforce a pit bull ban
 
But, wait; aren't pit bulls statistically more likely to kill compared to their population size? 
According to registries (UKC, AKC, ADBA), there are approximately 5 million pit bulls in the United States. The CDC study reported 60 fatalities attributed to "pit bull type dogs" - statistically, that is 0.0012% of the breed population (.000009% of the total dog population). Chows, according to the CDC report killed 12 people - statistically the fatality rate of Chows is .705% of the breed population.
Are there effective alternatives? 
In Calgary, CA there is no breed ban. Instead of creating more laws, existing leash laws and licensing requirements were more stringently enforced. An effective education outreach campaign was initiated. Dog bites dropped 70% and the number of dogs licensed now stands at 90%. That's huge! As a comparison, most license rates are below 20% in the United States.
