Expert Opinion on Breed Specific Legislation

"Why debate what the experts have concluded..."


The Experts agree breed specific legislation will not result in a successful approach to community dog-bite prevention.

American Veterinary Medical Association 
Task Force on Canine Aggression and Human-Canine Interactions 

"Dog bite statistics are not really statistics, and they do not give an accurate picture of dogs that bite.

"Concerns about "dangerous" dogs have caused many local governments to consider supplementing existing animal control laws with ordinances directed toward control of specific breeds or types of dogs. Members of the Task Force believe such ordinances are inappropriate and ineffective." 

"It is frustrating for me personally because people who want to enact Breed Specific Legislation keep using the report to try and make a case against pit bulls. The whole point of our summary was to explain you can't do that." Dr Gail Golab 
Fatal Dog Studies: Wrong Numbers not Statistics The CDC stopped tracking dog attacks by breed in 1998. They understand that such tabulations are not science and are no basis for public policy.
Every major organization involved with human/canine interaction is opposed to breed specific regulations.

· ASPCA 
The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals seeks effective enforcement of breed-neutral laws that hold dog owners accountable for their animals' actions. 

· American Veterinary Medical Association 
"The AVMA supports dangerous animal legislation by state, county, or municipal government provided that legislation does not refer to specific breeds or classes of animals." 

· National Animal Control Association 
"Dangerous and/or vicious animals should be labeled as such as a result of their actions or behavior and not because of their breed." 

· Humane Society of the United States 
"HSUS opposes breed specific regulations because they do not address the underlying issues of owner behavior and responsibility." 

· The American Kennel Club 
"Strongly opposes any legislation that determines a dog to be "dangerous" based on specific breed or phenotypic classes of dogs." 

· American Humane Association 
"American Humane Association supports local legislation that protects communities from dangerous animals, but does not advocate laws that target specific breeds of dogs." 

· National Canine Research Council 
It is owners who must be held criminally accountable when their negligent, cruel and criminal practices result in a severe or fatal dog attack. Law enforcement and judicial system professionals who investigate the circumstances surrounding severe or fatal attacks are now placing the blame squarely where it belongs. Owners are being charged and convicted of offenses ranging from murder and reckless homicide to child neglect and child endangerment in cases of fatal dog attacks. 

· American Dog Owners Association 
"The American Dog Owners Association opposes legislation that discriminates against specific breeds or phenotype classes of dogs or creates restrictions that in fact make a law breed specific." 

· Supreme Court of New York 
"Scientific evidence more definitive than articles discussing the dogs breeding history is necessary before it is established that pit bulls, merely by virtue of their genetic inheritance are inherently vicious or unsuited for domestic living.? 

Professionals in the Field of Human-Canine Interaction are opposed to Breed Specific Legislation:

· Andrew N. Rowan, Ph.D. 
"It seems patently obvious to me that the problems of dog aggression, dog bites, and serious human injuries will not be satisfactorily addressed by a breed specific ordinance." 

· Dr M.L. Nitschke PhD Psychology 
Variability in behavior has a wider range within a breed than between breeds." 

· Turid Rugaas, Renowned Trainer and Author 
"When things go wrong, it is not because the dog is wrong, it is because of the people who deal with them...I have never met a dangerous dog breed, but I have met many dangerous dog owners, - and therein lies the problem." Turid Rugaas, Renowned Dog Trainer, International Speaker and Author 

· Dr. Cornelia Wagner, D.V.M. 
Blaming the genetic make-up of the dog is wrong. Environmental and learning effects are always stronger than genetic influence." 

· Dr. Karen Overall, MA, VMD, PhD, DACVB 
"Breed Specific Legislation is an inappropriate response to inappropriate owner behavior." 

· Gerald Post, DVM, DACVIM (Oncology) 
"...this breed of dog is just like all dogs; if treated with respect, kindness and compassion, they will treat you likewise." 
· Irene Stur, DVM 
A study from Great Britain (Klaasen et al., 1996) shows that the definition of certain breeds as especially dangerous does not lead to a better protection of the public...The share of bite injuries in total changed from 73.9% before implementation of the Dangerous Dog Act to 73.1% after." 

· Karen Delise, Author of Fatal Dog Attacks 
"In reviewing and studying over 448 cases of fatal dog attacks in the United States, it is apparent that the three most critical factors that contribute to a fatal dog attack are: function of the dog, owner responsibility, and reproductive status of the dog. There is no documented case where a single, neutered, household Pit Bull was the cause of a human fatality 

· Lehr Brisbin 
the studies which have been conducted of the structure of the skulls, mandibles and teeth of pit bulls show that, in proportion to their size, their jaw structure, and thus its inferred functional morphology, is no different than that of any other breed of dog of comparable size and build. Further there is no evidence for the existence of any kind of locking mechanism unique to the structure of the jaws and/or teeth of pit bulls.
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