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Best Friends

ANIMAL SOCIETY



Breed Bans Do Not Work
Breed bans single out particular breeds of dogs, usually pit-bull-type dogs, and ban or restrict them. These pit-bull bans are over-inclusive: All pit-bull types are targeted, yet the chance of being attacked and killed by a pit bull is one in 145 million. 
Pit-bull bans are also under-inclusive: These bans do not target all dogs that present a danger to the public. Look at the bite statistics in your own community. Typically, a number of types of breeds and mixed breeds are responsible for bites. For example, pit bulls and pit-bull mixes were responsible for only 8% of bites in one community considering a pit-bull ban. A pit-bull ban wouldn’t have protected the public from the dogs that caused 92% of the bites.

If dogs bite or attack, it’s not because they belong to a particular breed. Rather, it’s usually because of owner irresponsibility: The dog may not have been socialized or trained properly. The dog may have been abused, chained, neglected or isolated. Or the dog may have been bred or trained to be aggressive. 

Pit-bull bans also strain the resources of already underfunded animal control departments. The bans are expensive to enforce and are subject to legal challenges that can be costly for local governments. 

If pit-bull bans don’t work, what will help reduce dog bites and attacks?
· Pass a dangerous dog law that recognizes that any dog, regardless of breed, is potentially dangerous or considered dangerous if the dog has demonstrated aggressive behavior. The dangerous dog law should allow for different levels of aggressive behavior. The point is to protect the public by encouraging owners to take action to control and manage their dogs – through spay/neuter, training and pet owner responsibility classes – before their dogs’ behavior causes them to be classified at a higher level of aggression.
· Pass strictly enforced leash or dog-at-large laws that require spay/neuter after the second violation.

· Pass laws that restrict the tethering, chaining and penning or caging of dogs. Dogs that are chained are 2.8 times more likely to be aggressive. 

· Encourage spay/neuter and provide low-cost spay/neuter in your community. Ninety percent of fatal dog attacks are by dogs that are not spayed or neutered.
· Encourage responsible dog ownership, including socialization at an early age and training. Dogs should be part of the family.  Eighty-one percent of fatal dog attacks are by dogs that were isolated or not included in the family’s activities. Also, get to know your dog and find out what he or she needs for a happy, healthy life. 
· Strengthen dog-fighting laws, and ban breeding and training of dogs for aggression. Make animal neglect and cruelty laws more specific and easier to enforce, with tougher penalties. Breeders should be registered or licensed. Sixty-one percent of fatal dog attacks are by dogs that were not humanely controlled, or had been abused or neglected.

