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ANIMAL SOCIETY



Potentially Dangerous 
and Dangerous Dogs

Section ______ Purpose.

The purpose of this section is to protect the public prior to any serious injury by a dog, inform dog owners of their responsibilities and duties, and to treat dog owners in a fair manner, by identifying potentially dangerous dogs and putting precautions in place.

Section ______ Definitions.

“Aggressively bites” means any bite that breaks the skin and is accompanied by an attack where the dog exhibits one or more of the following behaviors, but is not limited to: snarling, baring teeth, chasing, growling, barking, snapping, pouncing, lunging, multiple attacks, multiple lunges, or multiple bites.

“Dangerous dog facility” means any site for the keeping of one or more dogs that have been classified as Level 5 (see below) potentially dangerous.

“Owner, custodian, or guardian” means any person or legal entity having a possessory property right in the dog or any person who has been a keeper of a dog for more than 30 days. The parents of a minor who owns or possesses a dog are considered the legal owners or custodians of the dog.

“Running at large” refers to any dog that is not physically restrained on the owner’s or custodian’s premises including motorized vehicles, in a manner that physically prevents the dog from leaving the premises or reaching any public areas; or is not physically restrained when on public property, or any public area, by a leash or other physical control device not to exceed eight feet in length and under the physical control of a person capable of controlling the dog.

“Serious physical injury” means any physical injury which results in multiple bites, broken bones, serious disfigurement, or serious impairment of a bodily function.

Section ______ Levels of Potentially Dangerous and Dangerous Dogs.

Classification of a dog as potentially dangerous or dangerous shall be based upon specific behaviors exhibited by the dog.

Potentially dangerous dog classifications:

(A) Level 1 behavior is established when a dog, running at large, is shown to menace, chase, display threatening or aggressive behavior or endanger the safety of any person.

(B) Level 2 behavior is established if a dog, running at large, causes physical injury to a person, or another domestic animal or farm animal.

(C) Level 3 behavior is established if a dog, while confined so as not to be at large, as defined in Section _____, aggressively bites any person.

(D) Level 4 behavior is established if:

(1) a dog, while at large:

(a) aggressively bites any person or seriously injures a person, 

(b) kills or causes the death of any domestic animal or livestock, or

(2) a dog that has been classified a Level 3 potentially dangerous dog repeats the behavior causing it to be so classified and after the owner/custodian/guardian has been notified of its classification.

Dangerous dog classification:

(E) Level 5 behavior is established if:

(1) the dog has killed a person,

(2) the dog is used as a weapon in the commission of a crime. 

No dog shall be found to be a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog solely because it is a particular breed, nor is the ownership of a particular breed of dog prohibited. 

No dog shall be found to be a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog if the threat, injury or damage was sustained by a person who was (a) committing at the time, a crime upon the premises occupied by the dog’s owner or custodian or guardian, (b) committing, at the time, a willful trespass upon the premises occupied by the dog’s owner or custodian or guardian, or (c) provoking, tormenting, or physically abusing the dog, or can be shown to have repeatedly provoked, tormented, abused or assaulted the animal at other times.

No dog that was engaged in the performance of its duties, on behalf of any law enforcement or other government agency at the time of the acts complained of, shall be found to be a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog.

No dog that, at the time of the acts complained of, was responding to pain or injury, or was protecting itself, its kennel, its offspring, a person, or its owner’s or custodian’s or guardian’s property shall be found to be a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog.

Section ____ Owner Responsibility and Duties After Classification of Dog.

(A) If a dog has been classified as a Level 1 potentially dangerous dog, the dog shall be confined on the owner’s or custodian’s premises within a secure enclosure such as a kennel, fence or other structure made of material of sufficient strength such as chain link or wood and of sufficient size, that the structure will keep the dog confined. The secure enclosure must be located so as not to interfere with the public’s legal access to the owner’s or custodian’s premises. The secure enclosure can include the owner’s or custodian’s house, but the owner or custodian must keep the dog away from open windows and doors at all times. The owner or custodian shall not permit the dog to be off the owner’s or custodian’s premises unless the dog is restrained by a leash no more than 8 feet long and under the control of a person capable of controlling the dog. In addition, the owner or custodian must pay Animal Control costs, restitution, if appropriate; and complete a responsible pet ownership and dog management/training program as prescribed by an animal care officer.

(B) If a dog has been classified as a Level 2 potentially dangerous dog, the dog shall be confined on the owner’s or custodian’s premises within a secure enclosure such as a kennel, fence or other structure made of material of sufficient strength such as chain link or wood and of sufficient size, that the structure will keep the dog confined. The secure enclosure must be located so as not to interfere with the public’s legal access to the owner’s or custodian’s premises. The secure enclosure can include the owner’s or custodian’s house, but the owner or custodian must keep the dog away from open windows and doors. The owner or custodian shall not permit the dog to be off the owner’s or custodian’s premises unless the dog is restrained by a leash no more than 8 feet long and under the control of a person capable of controlling the dog. In addition, the owner or custodian must pay Animal Control costs, restitution, if appropriate; and complete a responsible pet ownership and dog management/training program as prescribed by an animal care officer.

(C) If a dog has been classified as a Level 3 or Level 4 potentially dangerous dog, the dog shall be confined on the owner’s or custodian’s premises within a secure enclosure such as a kennel, fence or other structure of sufficient strength such as chain link or wood that will hold the dog. The secure enclosure must be located so as not to interfere with the public’s legal access to the owner’s or custodian’s premises, and the owner or custodian shall post warning signs, which are provided by the Animal Care Officer, on the premises where the dog is kept, in conformance with rules to be adopted by the Animal Care Officer. The owner or custodian shall not permit the dog to be off the owner’s or custodian’s premises unless the dog is muzzled and restrained by an adequate leash and under the control of a person who is at least 16 years of age and capable of controlling the dog. The owner or custodian must pay Animal Control costs, restitution, if appropriate; and satisfactorily complete a pet ownership and dog management/training program as prescribed by an animal control officer.

(D) If a dog has been classified as a Level 5, the dog shall be declared to be a dangerous dog. The dog must be kept in a secure enclosure with a double security gate and shall meet the requirements of subparagraph (C) of this section. The owner or custodian must pay Animal Control costs, restitution, and satisfactorily complete a pet ownership and dog management/training program as prescribed by an animal control officer. If the owner or custodian is unable or unwilling to secure the dog in this manner or meet the requirements of this paragraph, the dog shall be forfeited and placed in a certified dangerous animal facility or humanely euthanized.

Section _____ Procedure for Classification and Hearing.

(A) The Animal Care Officer, who has been properly trained and certified in animal behavior, shall have the authority to determine whether any dog has engaged in the behavior specified in the different classification levels. In doing so, the Animal Care Officer shall consider observation and testimony about the dog’s upbringing, training, and the owner’s or custodian’s control of the dog and other relevant evidence. These observations and testimonies may be provided by witnesses who personally observed the behavior. These witnesses must sign a written statement attesting to the observed behavior and agree to provide testimony in a hearing, if necessary.

(B) The Animal Care Officer shall give the dog’s owner/custodian/guardian written notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, or personal service, of the dog’s specified behavior, of the dog’s classification as a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog, of the requirements and duties of the owner or custodian by virtue of the level of potentially dangerousness or dangerousness assigned to the dog.

(C) The owner/custodian/guardian, if he denies the behavior specified by the notice and the classification of the dog as potentially dangerous or dangerous, may appeal the decision to a court of competent jurisdiction by filing a written request for a hearing with the Animal Care Officer within 20 days of having received notice of classification.

(D) Upon receipt of a written request for a hearing, the owner/custodian/guardian, in cases in which the dog was classified in Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4 of potentially dangerous dogs, must comply with the responsibilities and duties imposed by whichever level the dog has been classified unless the decision is reversed at the hearing. The owner/custodian/guardian of a dog classified in Level 5, shall keep the dog as required for Level 5 dogs or impounded in a safe enclosure by the Animal Care Officer, unless the decision is reversed at the hearing; and if not reversed, the owner/custodian must turn the dog over to Animal Control or a certified dangerous animal facility approved by the Court.

(E) If the decision of the Animal Care Officer is upheld at the hearing, and the owner or custodian, in cases of classifications of Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4, is unable or unwilling to uphold the duties and responsibilities as assigned to each level, the dog may be seized and immediately adopted to a person who will carry out the duties and responsibilities that were assigned to the dog and who is able to accommodate the dog consistent with all the security, safety and training requirements ordered by the Animal Care Officer.

(F) All dogs that have been classified in any level of potentially dangerousness or dangerousness shall be registered with Animal Control as potentially dangerous or dangerous and marked with a permanent identifying mark such as a tattoo, micro-chipped, photographed, and wear a special tag on its collar identifying it as a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog. The owner/custodian/guardian shall pay the costs of registration and marking or identifying the dog. The costs shall be determined by Animal Control.

(G) If the dog is moved to a different address or to a different owner or custodian, the Animal Care Officer must be notified ten days before the move of the name and address of the new owner/custodian/guardian.

Section _____ Declassification of Dogs.

(A) In order to have a dog declassified the owner or custodian shall establish the following conditions:

(1) Level 1 and Level 2 dogs have been classified for one year without further incident, and

(2) Level 3 and 4 dogs have been classified for two years without further incident, and

(3) There have been no violations as to the responsibilities and duties of the owner/custodian/guardian, and

(4) The owner/custodian/guardian provides written certification of satisfactory completion of the prescribed pet ownership and dog management/training classes with the dog, and

(5) The owner/custodian/guardian provides written verification from a veterinarian or spay/neuter clinic that the dog has been spayed or neutered.

(B) The restrictions of a dog classified in Level 1 and 2 may be lifted if all the conditions of declassification have been met.

(C) The restrictions of a dog classified in Level 3 and 4 may be lifted if all the conditions of declassification have been met except that the dog must continue to be kept in a secure enclosure when it is on the owner’s/custodian’s/guardian’s premises and continue to be restrained by a leash no longer than 8 feet when the dog leaves the owner’s/custodian’s/guardian’s premises. 

(D) The restrictions of a dog classified in Level 5 may not be lifted.

Section ________ Other Duties and Restrictions.

(A) If the Animal Care Officer is informed or finds that the owner/custodian/guardian of the classified dog has violated any of the duties and responsibilities placed upon the owner or custodian, the Animal Care Officer may, after written notice mailed, return receipt requested, or personal service, impose additional restrictions on the owner/custodian/guardian of the dog.

(B) The additional restrictions may include attendance at additional responsible ownership and dog management/training classes, community service, restitution, fines, and seizure and forfeiture of the dog and placement with an adoptive owner/custodian/guardian. These additional restrictions shall only be imposed after a hearing in which witnesses are examined. The owner/custodian/guardian shall have an opportunity to appeal the decision of the Animal Care Officer to a court of competent jurisdiction if the owner notifies the Animal Care Officer within 20 days of having received notification of violation. The owner/custodian/guardian shall be required to pay all costs associated with the imposition of additional restrictions including the care of the dog in the event it is seized by Animal Control.

(C) More than 3 violations of the duties and responsibilities imposed on the owner/ custodian/guardian of the dog classified may lead to a determination that the owner/custodian/guardian may not own or have custody of another dog and may be charged with criminal negligence.

(D) For 10 years from the date of release from incarceration or, if imprisonment was not ordered, then from the date of conviction, no person who has been convicted of a felony shall be allowed to own or have custody or possession of a dog that has not been spayed/neutered or that has been determined to be potentially dangerous or dangerous.
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