BSL and the Cost to Taxpayers
 

1.  Cost of additional animal control offers to enforce the ban or restrictions.  **Remember, most cities do not have sufficient animal control departments to enforce leash laws, which if enforced would reduce many of the problems that lead to bite incidents.

 

2.  Kenneling.

 

3.  Veterinary care of the animals.  (Hope you don't think the animals are confiscated and immediately euthanized).

 

4.  Legal fees, court costs, etc., associated with responsible owners lawsuits against ineffective and unconstitutional laws.

 

5.  Baltimore, Maryland estimated (in 2001) that it cost over $750,000 a year to enforce their breed specific legislation, and they were still unable to enforce the law effectively.  

 

6.  Prince George County, Maryland reviewed their existing dangerous dog laws, including a ban on pit bulls.  The task force recommended repealing the law and sited these cost factors:

 

     (a)  Loss of revenue - since the ban has been in effect, there has been a dramatic reduction in dog show/exhibits in the county.  Along with this comes some indirect loss of revenue such as hotel/motels, restaurants, gas stations, veterinarians, pet supply stores, grocery and drug stores, etc.

 

    (b)  Director of Animal Management Division estimated the County's cost for maintaining a single pit bull throughout the entire process for one (1) year was $68,000.

 

    (c)  Fees from pit bull registration in 2001-2002 generated approximately $35,000 over the two (2) year period.  However, the cost to the Animal Management Division for maintenance of pit bulls over the same period was $560,000.  In addition, these figures would be higher but did not take into consideration utilities, manpower and overtime.

 

    (d)  It should be noted that these average costs to Prince George County do not include the expenditures of the of the County or Municipal police departments.  These cross-agency costs, while significant, could not be fully captured or adequately estimated.

 

Source:  Prince George County Task Force Report

______________________________________________________________________

BSL has been proven to be ineffective. In 1988, Dade County, Florida passed a ban on pit bulls. In 2002, there were estimated to be 50,000 pit bulls living in that county.

Moreover, in December 2006, Doug Kelley, director of animal control for Denver, Colorado stated in an interview, "We've experienced a continuing upward trend of pit bulls impounded since 2001.  The ban hasn't ended the popularity of the pit bull breed in Denver. There are still pit bulls, apparently more every year."
_________________________________________________________________________
Baltimore City Council Disagrees with Dog Ban
May 7, 2001 Baltimore, Maryland, USA 

A City Council committee in Baltimore opposed the idea of a pit bull ban last week, stating that a stereotypical discrimination against the breed would not only be unfair, but would be costly and ineffectual as well. 

The proposed ban came on the heels of a recent nationwide (albeit worldwide) panic  reaction to isolated cases of injury.  Unwilling to join in the "one rotten apple spoils the whole bunch" mentality, Councilman Edward L. Reisinger, committee chairman, stated yesterday. "There are a lot of the other animals out there...that also fight and cause problems." 

He also said, referring to the proposed ban, "Basically, I think it discriminates against one animal." 

But all ad hominem arguments aside, Councilman Reisinger cites the futility of such measures, as revealed by the failure of pit bull bans in Cincinnati and Prince George's County.  In these instances, there was a significant cost to the municipalities in enforcing the laws, while the effect was to further lose sight of the problem. 

"It forced pit bull owners to go underground, and we don't want that," he said. 

To enact such a ban would cost Baltimore an estimated $750,000 a year for additional animal control staff, more shelter space, transportation and carcass disposal. 

Opposing Councilman Reisinger's philosophy will be certain members of the Housing, Health & Environment committee.  This committee will pursue the issue of banning pit bulls before the full council in a vote on Monday. 

"In Prince George's County, a 1997 ban on pit bulls that led to the euthanasia of 2,400 dogs has been considered a failure. County officials have not decided whether to repeal the ban, said Reginald Parks, spokesman for County Executive Wayne K. Curry." 
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